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Opening of Gay Bar
Delayed Because of
Community Protest

By CARLESTE HUGHES
Spectator Associate News Editor

Plans to open the area’s first gay and lesbian bar were
abruptly halted Tuesday morning when the bar’s applica-
tion for a state liquor license was placed on hold by the
New York State Liquor Board because of a petition signed
by 100 people in the neighborhood protesting the bar’s
opening.

The neighborhood around the bar, which is located at
the corner of West 109th Street and Amsterdam Avenue,
has always been a problem spot for police who have been
unable to rid the area of drugs for years, making it difficult
to attract new businesses to the area.

However, the neighborhood, which has seen little com-
mercial development over the past 30 years, has become a
hot spot for new bars, including 1020, located at
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Currently under construction, Samts, a gay bar on West 109th Street,
is awaiting approval of its liquor license after complaints by locals.



